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NUMB. XI. Ver. 4, 5, 6- 


And the mixt multitude that was among 

them fell a luſting ; and the Children 
| of lIirael alſowept again, and ſaid, Who 
ſhall give us Fleſh to eat? 


We remember the Fifh which we did eat in 
Egypt freely; the Cucumbers, ayd the 


elons, and the Leeks, and the Onions, 
and the-Garlick. | 


' | But now our Soul is dried away, there is n+ 
thing at all but this Manna before our 
Eyes. 


HIS Book of Nmbers, beſides 2 
| Muſter-Roll of the ſeveral Tribes 
and Families of 1/rael, which it af» 


| fords us in the former part ( and 
[from whence it hath its Name )). preſents us al- 
{o with a Journal of the Motions of that way 
Hoſt, or an Hiſtory of the moſt remarkable 
ſages of their Forty years Travel through the 
Wilderneſs towards c_— And in thecourſe _. 


— 
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(2) 

of this Hiſtory ſets before our Eyes a wonderful 
Scene of miraculous Providences on the one 
hand, and as ſirange and frequent Inſtances of 
humane Folly and Frailty on the other. On 
Gods part, a diſplay of infinite Power, Wiſdom, 
Goodneſs and Patience: And on the part of 
the People, prodigious Infidelity, Stubborneſs, 
Peeviſhneſs, and Ingratitude, God Almighty 
had feen their AfiiQtion in Egypt, and had heard 
thetr Groanings, and by a powerful Hand had 
reſcued them from an horrible Slavery under 
an unrelenting Tyrant ; and by the gentle Con- 
duct of Myſes, was leading them into poſſeſhon 
of the good Land he had promiſed them. But 
they mfiead of Thankfulneſs for ſo great aDeli- 
verancc, are perpetually quarrelling with his In- 
ſiruments or his Methods, or temipting and af- 
fronting his Divine Majeſtyz and which was 
moſt Ingrateful of all, are continually upbraid- 
ing him with the remembrance of the good 
Things they had forgone in Egypt. 

In particular, ſometimes rhey want Water, 
and thcn all Gods Miracles of Power and Pro- 
vidence are forgotten 5 There is no help, but 
_ 21 y miſt all be famiſhed in the Wilderneſs. Another 

time they want Bread, and then God and Mos - 
Jes are noſed with Egypt again, Were there no 
Graves ini Egypt, but we muſt be brought bither to| 
be, Starved ? \W<cll, God gives them Bread to th2 
full, Mania Bread from Heaven, Angels-Bread 


But this will not ſerve the turn neither, they 
01.41] 
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muſt have Fleſh too, and that not fo much for 
necelſity, as Capricioufly to try God's Power : 
Can God prepare a Table alſo in the Wilderneſs ? It 
not, they are preſently for Egypt again 3. So in 
the Text, the mixt Multitude fell a Luſting, and 
the Childrent of Iſrael wept, and ſaid,Who ſh 41 gire 
1s Fleſh to Ext ? We remember th: Cu:umbers, 
and Melons, and Onions, and Gazlick &c. 

In which paſſage of the Scripruze, 1 obtrve 
theſe Four things; 


1. The peculiar circumſtances of this Mutiny 

or Murmuring, 

2, The Beginners or Ringkeaders of this Dif- 

order. 

3. The quick and general Infcion- of this 

Miſchief. 

4. God's Reſentment. of their Carriage. 
Which when 1 have opened, it will be ecaſie to 
make Application of all to our own” Caſe, 

(1.) I begin with the Firſt, The Circumſtan- 
ces and Appravations of this Murnuring ;, and a- 
mongſt them theſe Four are molt remarkable, 


Viz. Wy 
Firſt, The time of it. It was now but about 


a Year and two Months (as Divines compute) 
- from their deliverance out of . Egypt, and yet fo 


quickly could they forget their own Sufferings 
and Gods Wonders ; And nothing runs in 
their Thoughts, but the Fiſh, the Onions, and 
Garlick,-&c. which they had there : A ſtrange 

A 3 | Levity 


C4 


| Levity and Inconſtancy of Mind this ! Had it 


been an Age or two after, one would not have 


ſo much wondred, that when Time ( which | 


effaces all things) had worn out the Remem- 
brance of their Hardſhips, their other Enter- 
tainments there might have been refle&ed on 
with ſome guſt and delight 3 but ſo quickly to 


forget God and themſelves too, argued them to: | 
| 241 
And, Secondly, their Wantonneſs and Curiofty, | 


be a true M»bzlee. 


was no leſs remarkable, than their Levity and 
Inconſtancy. They had Bread to the full, which 
might very well have ſatished them ina Wil- 
derneſs ; and eſpecially when they were going 
to Canaan, a Land flowing with Milk and Honey, 
they might well have difpenſed with foe to- 
tcrable Inconveniences in the Way ; tolerable 
Accommodations might ſerve the turn in a 
Wilderneſs.But they had not only Bread enough, 
but delicious Bread, Manna ; however that will 
not do, they muſt have Fleſh too ; they made 
_ at Manna; Nothing but this Manna, fay 

they. | 
Thirdly, There was Inſolence, as well as Wan- 
tonneſs and Curiofity in the caſe ; it was Fleth 
they delired, not ſo much for their Hunger, as 
for their Luſt. They muſt have their. will, or 
elſe to Egypt again ; and it was more their de- 
{1gn to tempt God, than to be gratified them- 
ſclves. They muſtpreſcribe to-God. what Mira- 
cles he ſhall do for them 3 they muſt have ar- 
bitrary 


, 


| 
, 
. 


: 
: 


| 


| CE: 
it | bitrary Proofs of his Omnipotency, Can God pre- 
Ve | pare aTable inthe Wilderneſs ? If he will not work 
Þ | Miracles, what-and when they think good, they 
1- | will follow him no further, but to Egypr again. 
wo Laftly, There-was a prophane Spirit 1n all this, 
n | a plain contempt of God and Religion. God 
O | had aſſerted them to be his own People ; had 
© | newly given them Laws, which it would have 
| bren both their Wiſdom and Happinc(s to w2'k 
#1. ' He intended to kcep them a-while in the 
Wilderneſs, to diſuſe them from the Superſti- 
tions of Egypt, and to train them by degrees 
wto the Habits and Cuſtoms of the True Reli- 
gion ; and then ſhortly to place them in their 
own Land, under th.ir own Laws and Princes, 
and far from any temptation of Apoſtacy from 
him and them; but they meditared a Relapſe, 
they were indifferent as to this butineſs of God 
and Religion; they would run the venture aud 
hazard of Idolatry, and dehiling their Conſci- 
ences with the Follies of Ezypt, rather than 
want the Onions and Garlick So we ſce a long 
time after this, in the Prophet Iſatab's Time, 
Ja. 30. 1,2,3, 4. They talk to go down to Epyot, 

and have not inquired at my Month ; their Fr nces 
were at Zoan, and Embaſſadors came to Hanes, >. 
q- d. They were negotiating a Peace between Ms: and 
the Gods of Egypt ; they were contrizinig a Concar- 
dat between the true Religion and 1dolatry \, they 
| would not ſtick, out upon point of Religion, ſo they 
' might accommodate their Secular Ends. 
| A 4 Thus 
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Thus mudh for Matter of Fad it ſelf. 

(2.) Inthe ſecond place, I obſerve in the Text, | 
the Beginners or Ring-leaders of this Sedition, | 
A mixed Myultitude : Who they were, we may 
gucſs by Exod. 12. 38. when the Children of ; 
#/racl came up out of Egyfr, it is ſaid, 4 mixed 
Multitude came along with them ;, that is, ſuch as. 
were not of the Race of the Fews, nor of any 
one Nation, Tribe or Family ; but a Colluvies 
ot feveral Nations, or p:rhaps a Baſtard-brocd, 
part Jew, and part Egyptian, but of no certain 
Principles z ſuch as had their God and Religi- 
on to chufe, and had only the fancy to follow 
the Fortune of the Iſraelites in this great and fa- 
mous Expedition, in hopes to mend their own; 

This Valgw, this Rabble begins the Mutiny 
( a5 they are always wont to do) and ſuch are, 
dangerous Incerdiaries in all Societies 3 they 
have not only no Honcur, nor Principles, nor}; | 
Conlcicnces ; but no Prudence, ro Modeſly,! 
no Reſtraint 3 there is no Handle to tzke hold: 
of them by, to govern and manage them. Of} 
theſe the Hiſtorian obſerves, Ineft enni populo ma-| 
lignum quiddam & querulum in Imperantes ; the| 
Populacy, or Rabble, is always a tumultuous 
ungoverned Beaſt, They are of no Value, of. 
no Induſtry, nor Capacity, but to do Miſchief ;| 
Ipnavus quiſquis ſeditioſus ; theſe are uſually the! 
firſt in at every thing, and firſt out; that firſt 
diſhonour a good Enterprize by abetting it, and' | 
then betray it by revolting from it. 
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(-3.) Thirdly, 1 obſerve in the Text, the 
quick and general ſpreading and infc&ion of 
this Seditious Murmuring Humour ; the mixed 
Maultitude fell a Luſting, and preſently all 1/rac! 
put Finger in the Eye, and weep for the Enter- 


| tainments of Egypt ; like Fire, though it begin 


in a little contemptible Spark, it quickly dif- 


| fuſes it ſelf, and bears down all before it ; (ets 


all in a combuſtion. 
Example, eſpecially of Evil, is too taking 
amongſt the generality of Mankind, Pecor:mm vi- 


| tu ſequimur antecedentiam gregem,, non qua eundens 


eff, ſed qua itur 3 as Cato obſerves of Sheep ; Tt 
is eaſier to drive a multitude of them, than a 
few ; get but ſome to go, and all the reft will 
follow, 

It is very unreaſonable in it (elf, and there- 
fore may ſeem ſtrange, that evil Example ſhould 


| be more prevalent than good ; but Experience 
{ Teaves us without doubt, that-ſo it is for Mittcr 
' of Fac, and eſpecially.in the caſe cf Mutiny 
or Sedition. Whilſt there are ( as there ever © 


will be) a teachy,querulous, diſcontented Pco- 
ple, fo long there will. never want foime Pre- 


| tence or other for Difturbance. Publick Aifairs 


can never. be conducted with that Even-hand; 
but there will' be ſome Grievance or other to 


| ſuch over-tender and captious People ; and the 
' Pathonate repreſcnting of thele, will cxpufe the 


Aut.:ority, even of Moſes himſelf, and weaken 
th: Hearts and Hands of well-meaninre, Pcople, 
Biz, A-&: FertitTy, 


[-8-3--178 

Fourthly, and Laſtly, 1 obſerve God's relent- 
ment of this matter, v. 1. of 'this Chapter ; | 
And when the People complained, it diſpleaſed he | 
Lord ; and the Lord heard it , and his Anger was | 
kindled; and the Fire of the Lord burnt amon} them, | 
and conſumed them that were in the uttermoſt part of | 
the Camp. And again, v. 33. of this Chapter,. 
though God gratihed their Humor z yet, while | 
the Fleſh was between their Teeth, ere it was chaws | 
ed, the wrath of the Lord was kindled againſt the © 
People, and he ſmote them with a very great Plague :. 
and beyond all this, in Chap. 14. v. 23. he 
takes up a Reſolution, and ſolemnly Swears, | 
That nit a Man of theſe , that had thus provoked | 
bim by their Murmurings, ſhould enter into the good | 
Land be had ſworn unto their. Fathers, to give 
( 

| 
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them, 
And thus, 1 have, (as much as was ſufficient | 
to my purpoſe ) open'd the Letter, or Hiftory | 
ef my Text ; Let ws now ſee how far.this will | 
concern our ſelves. And I doubt, it will be.; 
found a very ealie matter to draw a Parallel, | | 
in the Sin and Folly of this preſent Genera- | 
tion 3 and I pray God, We be not in ſome., 
meaſure paralled in.the Judgment. ©: 
It cannot be denied, that we have lately had-' 
a ſignal Deliverance from a <lavery, little in- | 
ferior to that of Epypt ;. and though there hath, 
not appeared altogether ſo much of Miracles in. 
the cffcing it, yet there have been moſt fig-. 
nal Inſtances of the Divine Hend in bringing 
T4 
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+. | it.about, particularly in infatuating th*-Coun- 
.. | cils, cowing the Spirits, baftting the Powers, 
;, | and diffolving all the-Forccs that were ready 
;; | to obſiruct our Deliverance. | 

, | And now that we have eſcaped the Houſe of 
f/ Bondage, and come jnto ſome fizaits in our 
- | Paſſage through the Wilderuefs, towards a ſiate 
1, | of Reſt and Settlement, we fall a murtruring, | 
_ | and a thouſand little Scruples and- Jealoulics 

, , run in our Heads , . which were never thought 
of (or thought fcorn of ) before z yet now are 


| ableto make us with we had never {ct out from 


; | Some are. affrighted with the Difiicultics he- 
oy fore us, and dream of Gyants and. Anakims, as if 
© | the Promiſed Land was to be obtained withous 
© | conflict; or, as if the God that miraculouſly. 
+ | delivered us out of Egypt, was not able to caz- 
' | #y us through to Canaan by 

f | Some falſe Spics miſrepreſent the good Land, 
- 


as if it was not worth the contending for ; and 
' that our Religion, Laws and Libertics, would 
| Not quit the coſt. 
Some (uſpe& Religion .and Reformation it 
--| ſelf, as if it would be too fixit'for them ; 2nd 
K therefore their Mouths water after the Onions- 
| and Garlick they left behind them. Others com- 
| plain of the Intermiſticn of Trade; {ome, of the. 
Taxes and Burthens. 
One fort raurmurs, That they are not prefcer'd 
', fo their mind, and that others are advanced 
| * @&vove 
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above their Merits. Another ſort repines; That 
their Party is not incouraged enough, and that 
{ome other Party hath teo much of the Publick 
Countenance ; and-all theſe look towards E- 
£yþt again. 

And to inflame this Reckoning, we want not 
a mixed Multitude amongſt us: From Abroad, 
French Agents and Popiſh Emiſlaries; at Home, 
all Diſcontented Perſons, that. love: to fiſh in 
troubled Waters, and thoſe whoſe Guile ren- 
ders them jealous of a Settlement ; all half Pro- 
teltants. and Papiſts in O—_— as alſo Men. 
of no Religion, but whole Intereſt 1s all the 
Conſcience they have z and together with theſe, 

. fome, who though perhaps they cannot digeſt 
downright Popery, yet-the- Manna of Reforma- 
tion is too thin a Diet for their groſs Stomachs z 
but Onions and Garlick , a good hautguſt of 
Superſtition will reliſh well with them : All 
theſe begin the murmuring, and are. ready to 
ſet the: Multitude agog for Egypt. 

Upon the whole matter , the PazalleL is. but 
too calie and obvious, between our Condition 
and that of the-Tſraelites hitherto. Now there- 
fore it is. time to. take care, that: it go. on.no 
farther, leſt we match them in: the Mitchiet and ' 
Puniſhment, as. we fecmm to have done-in the 
Folly. * 

In order to the prevention of which deplora- 
ble Calamity, Ithave a few Thinzs upon this 
Occaſion to offer. to the Contideration of all 

true 


(1 ) 


: true Engliſhmen, Lovers of their Countrey, and 


of the Proteſtant Religion : And though I 
know, I now ſhall be heard by few of thoſe 
that are concern'd in the Advice, and perhaps 
by none of thoſe that have moſt need of it ;. yet 
I will make uſe of this Opportunity, to deliver 
my felf with all ſincerity in the cafe, to the in- 
tent, that you that hear me, may report it to 
others of your Acquaintance z and ' by that 
means (and the Blefling of God upon it) ſome 
check may be given to that Murmuring, Spirit, 
that is begun amongſt us. 

The ſum of what-1 have to fay, will be com» 
prized in theſe three Particulars : | 


Firſt, That we will be intreated to refle& 
back a little, and to conſider what our 'Con- 
dition was before we came into this Wilderneſs, 
and fell under the preſent Temptations to Diſ-- 
content. 


Secondly, That we will atfo.look Irnpartially 
about us, and view our preſent Condition, to 
the end that we may make- the better :Judg- 
ment 5 Whether even now'in the general, and 
for the main, we have not thoſe Advantages 
which may countervail-the objected Straits and 
Inconveniences ? 


Thirdly, That we will look forward, and 


conlider as diſcreet Men, what 1s likely to - 
t 


( 12 ) 
the effec of our Murmuring, and of thinking 
of returning back to Epyps. 


It will not, I preſume, ſeem ſirange to 
you, { who know me well) that I ſhould 
(at this time eſpecially) make uſe of this Free- 
dom, fince I am perſuaded your own Thoughts 
and Experience of me, will acquit me from 
all ſuſpicion of Partiality towards any Perſon 
or Party of - Men whatſoever , in regard 
you are in ſome meaſure aware, That as I 


have neither been perſonally diſobliged by 


the former Times, ox Government 3 fo nei- 
ther have I been (nor am I capable cf being) 


bribed or biafſed by any Obligation from the. 


preſent, 


Therefore with the fincerity and good-will 


of an Engliſh-man towards his Native Country, 
and as a refolv'd. Proteſtant for the Honour or 


Intereſt of that Excellent Religion, 1 go on. 


with my Intentions. And, 
Firſt, I earneily befeech all my Brethren 


and Country-men , That before they ſuffer. 


themſelves to be tempted to murmur and re- 
pine at the preſent ſtate of things, they will rc- 


fle& upon. the Condition of our Afﬀairs before- 


this Revolution, and what it was likely to 
have come to, had it not pleaſed the Di- 
vine Providence. to interrupt the courſe of 
Things. 


And 
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And the time is not fo long fince, but that” 
we may eaſily remember We -were Miſerable 
enough 3 nor were the Deſigns ſo obſcure, or 
the Methods fo intricate, but we might eaſily 
foreſee, that we ſhould quickly have been into- 
le.ably Unhappyat that rate of Proceeding, 

wenot know, That all our Laws ( con- 
trived by the Wiſdom, and defended by the 
Proweſs of our Anceſtors) were all cut off at 
one Blow by a Diſpenſing Power? 

Were not all, or at leaſt moſt of the Char- 


| ters in England ( the Glory and Enfign of Ho- 


nour to all the Cities and Great Societies of the 
Nation) confirmed by all former Princes, own- 
ed by the Laws, and eſtabliſh'd by Ancient 
Cuſtom, damned and diffolved at once ? 

Was not the facred Right of Property in- 
vaded; and Freeholds taken away (not only 
from Private Perfons, but from the Nobleſt So- 
cicties) without form or colour of Law ? 

And whether even our Lives themſelves 


| were not held at Mercy, one would be tempted 


ſhrewdly to ſuſpet, who refle&ed upon the 
dreadful Inſtances of ſeveral Eminent Perſons 
hurried out of the World, ſome one way, and 
ſome another. | 

In a word, Were not Parliaments ( the only: 
conſervative of our Conſtitution, and redreſs of 
our Grievances) either diſuſed, as inconſiſtent 


' with the Deſigns in hand ; or endeavoured to 


be. corrupted, fore-lialled, or. the freedom of 
| chuling 


O 
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Methods, to be for ever deſtroyed ? 
Theſe things are too freſh in our Memories to 


need Repetition, too plain to be denied, and too 


great in themielves to beaggravated ; but, 


Hec olim meminifſe juvabit =— 

And as for that great Afﬀair of Religion 
(dearer to all true Engliſhmen than their very 
Lives.) the proſpet thereof was in thoſe 
Times very melancholy, when a Deſign was not 
only form'd, but begun to be put in execution, 


of laying a Toke upon our Necks, which neither + 
we nor our Fore-fathers were able to bear. And ' 


in purſuance hereof, not-only mercenary Pens 
were employed to expoſe and ridicule Proteſtan- 
t;ſm in general ; but care was taken to blow up, 


c__ them, deſigned by new and unheard of 
O 
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inflame, and perpetuate the Divifions amongſt | 


Proteſtants -; partly by  odious Names of di- 


ſtin&ion.,and partly by exaſperating tlicir minds | 
one againſt another, as that in conclutior all of | 


them might . be deſtroyed with the leſs pity or 
ſcandal. | 
It is true, the Church of England was all this 
while compJemented, but never the ſecurer. 
from defirucion : Witneſs the' Imprifoning , 
and ſevere treatment of Seven exccllent Biſhops 
at once, for-but daring to underſtand tie Project, 


and humbly interpoting their Advice ; and the | 
ſuſpending another excellent Perſon of that Or- | 


der, only tor being too good a Man for ſo bad. 


times: . | 
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| times : Witneſs alſo the ſcorn caſt upon the 
' whole Body of the Clergy, in impoſing a De- 
| claration, to be read by them in all their 


Churches; wherein (according tothe mannerly 


; Expreſſion of that time) They ſhoxld (noe only) 
' bave been compel'd to eat their own Dung ; but in 


truth, to be Felo- de fe, and to have cut their 


\ own Throats. 


To ſay no- more therefore, our Condition 
was not unlike that of Iſrael in Egypt 3 We 
were vexed, oppreſſed; undermined, weakned, 


; treated as Slaves; and to aſſure and perpetuate 
. our Slavery, foreign Forces were brought in, 


and more were intended to be brought in, 
to Nail our Ears to the Door-Poſts for ever. 
Or, if all this be not ſufficient to make us 


; ſenſible of the Condition we were then in, or 
| going into, let us look upon the State of France, 
| and eſpecially of the Poor Proteftants there ; 


+ | for that wasdeſigned to be a Pattern and Pre- 


' cedent for Us. 


By All which together { the Particulars 


| whereof I have rather intimated than repre- 
| ſented ) we ſee our Ill ſtate then; and that we 


had good cauſe to get out of Egypt as ſoon as 
we could, whatever befel us in the Wildernefs. 
Which leads me to the Second thing I deſign- 


| ed'toſpeak to, vis 


Secondly, That we will be intreated impar- 
tially to conſider, Whether our preſent Con- 


- | dition-is not more tolerable, than that we have 


eſcaped ? 
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efcaped? and, Whether we hove any juſt Pros 


vocation from the preſent Inconveniences, to! 


Murmur and Meditate a Revolt? It is true, we! 


are yet but in a Wilderneſs, and there in want! 


of many things z and we are beſet with many 
_ difficulties and dangers, and perhaps too, have! 

a long Journey (to Canaan) to a compleat Set-/ 
tſement*; and eſpecially there is the more like-| 


lihood of that. if we be Peeviſh, and obſtruct 


* 


the Way to our own Happineſs. However,! 


take Things as they are, and at worſt we may 


: 


have many things to oblige us to be thankful, 


for our preſent Condition, and none to make us! 
repent of the Change. | 

In the firft place, we have a KING and a 
QUEEN, both of our own Religion ; a Fe- 
licity we have not for many years had expeti- 
ence of, and for want of which; the State of 
Proteſtantiſm hath been fluQuating and uncer- 
tain, and could never make any good progrels : 
A Prince and Princeſs we have now, whoſe 


Intereſt conſpires with their | Education and| 


Choice ; and who abandon themſelves, it they 
grow cold, or indifferent in the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion. Now of what Conſequence this One 
thing is, if we had not learnt by our former 
Experience, common Prudence would inſtruct 
us 3 ſince it cannot be expected, but that a 
Prince of another Religion, if he have any} 
. Zeal for it, will be ſure ſecretly to undermine 


that which is Rival to -his own Perſualion, \. 
e 
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he have not the Power or the Courage openly 
to aſſault and ſuppreſs it : Whereas now ( by 


the Blcffing of GOD ) we have that com- 


fortable Prophecy accompliſh'd of a King and 
Queen, Nurſing Father and Mother to this Church : 
We enjoy our Religion with all the Accommo- 
dations of it as fully, and as ſecurely as our 
Hearts can wiſh; and not only fo, but Piety 


and Virtue lifts up its Head 3 and all Prophaneneſs 


which grew Rampant heretofore, is in a great 
meaſure put out of Countenance: Nor ought 
it to trouble us, that fome Men ( whoſe parti- 
cular perſuaſions in Religion we are not well 


| fatighed with ) ſhould enjoy ſome ſhare of 


Advantage by this Revolution, fince it is not 
only what we Vowed to God, and promiſed 
to them in our Adverſity ; but is that which 
cannot be denied them confiftently with our 


| own Safety. 


Then for our Laws, They have recovered 
their juſt Vigour and Authority, great Care be- 


ing taken, to provide excellent Judges and 


Magiſtrates for the Execution of them; and fo 
our Lives, and all our Rights and Properties 
are as ſecure as can be expected under any hu- 
man Conſtitution: And to all this, We are 
under a Government ſo eaſie ' and gentle, that 
we have nothing. to objec; unleſs it be that 


it is ſo very benign , that it encourages ſome 


evil-natur'd Men, to preſume and to cone 
temin it, 
It 


. 
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(18) 
Tt is true , notwithſtanding all this, that 


there are at preſent great Burdens and Taxes 
upon us ; but as they are no other than what 


are abſolutely neceſſary for our Preſervation, | 


nor ottier than are voluntarily afſented to by 
our ſelves, being no otherwiſe impoſed than 
by our Repreſentatives in Parliament ; ſo it is 
greatly to be hoped (by the Bleſſing of GOD) 
they will not contina2 long upon us. So that 
upon the whole, our preſent Condition is very 


tolerable for a Wilderneſs, and* we have no cauſe] 
to murmur, or to talk of returning back to] 
Ez ypt. Burt, 


Thirdly and Laſtly, Let us (before we indulge 
our ſclves in a diſcontented, complaining Ha- 
mor) forecaſt with our ſelves, what are likely 
to be the effe&s and conſequences of Murmur- 
ing, and they can be no better, nor other, than 
ſuch as theſe following; viz. 

Firſt, Foraſmuch as this Womaniſh humor 
of Marmuring and Complaining, is both too 
weak in it ſelf, and alſo comes too late to re 


| 
f 
) 


verſe the ſtate of Afﬀairs; it can effe&t nothing 
but miſchief to the Murmurers themſelves 3; We 
are (GOD be thanked) ſo far out of Epypr 
that ſome Mens Fancy and Humour will nc 
be able to carry us back . thither again. Thi 
King in Poſſeſſion is. too ſenſible of his ow 
Strength, and of the Hearts of his People, tc 
be Murmured out of his: Throne : The Ne 


bility and: Great Men are too far engaged t 
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£3 | think of returning; The Body of the People 
at | have too quick a ſenſe of the Liberty and Ad- 
n, | vantages they have under this Government, to 
by | be induced to forego All for a Notion, or a 
an | Complement, or to ſave the Longing of fome 
is | ſickly people. 
J)| So that this way will attain no End , mend 
at] no Matter, eaſe no Burthen, diſcharge no Tax ; 
ry| but contrarywiſe, increaſe and continue the 
iſe] Burthens of the Nation. Beſides, that at this 
to] rate we are conſtant to nothing ; unworthy of 
Deliverance ; ingrateful to God and Man ; falſe 
ge] to our ſelves, and to our real Intereſt z Ez guid 
la-| fruſtra turpes efſe volumus- 
ly] Secondly, But ſuppoſe the Contagion of this 
ir-| Murmuring Humour ſhould take through the 
am Nation, { which God forbid ), why then , as 
Relapſes are ſaid to be more fatal than the Dif- 
1or] caſes themſelves, ſo would our condition be 
oo] more miſerable than ever : Weſhall then return 
re to Egypt with a vengeance 3 not only to the 
1g4 Onions and Garlick, (which perhaps we could 
Wq fancy), I mean, not only to the Idolatries, and | 
pr] Superititions, and Follies, butto the Brick-kilas {| 
nol and 41ron Furnaces 3 nay, to the Plague of Lice | 
"hq and Cxterpillars ; to darkneſs that may be felt; 
wi to abſolute Nlavery of Body and Mind : In a 
tq word, to all the diſmal effe&s of French Inſo- 
Jo lence, and Popiſh Revenge. 
'tq Norwill it help us, or make any diſcrimina- 
inf tion in our Caſe, to pretend, That we wary . & 
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farſt that mentioned a Retreat, and that talked 
of going back again ; that we boggled at the 
Delign, and were not throughly ſatisfied with 
the Revolution ; byte why did you hearken to 
Moſes at all? why did you break off your Fet- 
ters? and wherefore did you once look to- 
wards Canaan? Thus we ſhall periſh with ſhame 
and confuſion to our ſelves, without pity from 
SpeQators, and with ſcorn from our Enemies. | 
Thirdly, Nor will the miſchiefs end there 
neither 3 but the effects of it will reach over all 
the Proteſtant World, and deſtroy all the Meas» 
ſures taken for the preſervation of that excellent 
Religion : foraſmuch as all of that denomina- 
tion, not only in Trelazd and the Low-Countries, 
but Germany, France, &c. are embarqu'd in the 
ſame Bottom with us , and conſequently muſt 
{ink or ſwim as we do. All their eyes are upon; 


us ; next under God, they depend upon Us, ago 


the principal Support of that Profeſſion : If we! 
fail them, they are all loſt 3 if we ſtand to it, 
they will take heart, and ( by the bleſſing of 
God) recover ſuch Head, as probably never to 


be ſuppreſt again. [Z 


And now is the opportunity of making our 


utmoſt effort in ConjunQtion, fince we can never 
(without Miracles) hope for ſuch an happy Jun- 
ure again, as now God hath preſented us 


I 
l 


Q] 
I; 
tf 


( 


with, when all the Popiſh Princes are fo deeply|P, 


engaged in a War againſt France, and ſeem well 
contented that we ſhould afſert our own Inte- 
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(21) 
reſts, whilſt in ſo doing we afhſt them im hum- 
bling the Great Leviathen, who is otherwiſe rea- 
dy to ſwallow up both. 

Wherefoxe then, when ſach a Prize is put in- 
to our Hands, ſhould we not have the Hearts to 
make uſe of it? Why ſhould we complain of 
little things, and take pet at PunRilio's ; and 
ſoften our Spirits, and make feeble our Hands, 


| by Murmuring and Repining ; and ſo abandon 


both our Selves, cur Brethren and Friends, in 
fuch an Opportunity ? 

To all which add in the fourth and lafi 
place, let us conſider the Example before us in 
the Text, and be really afraid (as there is great 
reaſon for it), leſt (if we indulge this Murmur- 
ing Humour) GOD ſhould reſolve that none 
us ſhall enter into bis Reſt ; 1 mean, that we 
ſhall never fee thoſe happy and glorious Times 
of Religion, which Good Men cxped in theſe 
latter days, according to the PrediQions of ho- 
ly- Scripture. 

No queſtion of it, Antichrift muſt down, and 
the true Spirit of the Goſpel ſhall be advanced 
ploriouſly before the end of the World. This 
thall as certainly come to pals, as it was certain 


us 


the Poſterity of Iſrael ſhould poſſeſs the Land of 


anaan. 
But if we for our parts be Faint-hearted, and 


ly{Peevith, and Unbelieving, God's Promiſe ſhall 
clijve accompliſhed, but we ſhall have no ſhare nor 
e- comfort in it. ] 


ts, 


To 


K (22) 
To conclude therefore, Let-us-ſtand fiedfaſt in 
our minds z Rebiconem tranſiiſtis, you have left 
, meditate not a Revolt thither again 3 we 
arcembarqu'd, and muſt go on, or periſh. Put 
on the Spirits of Engliſh-men, and the Zeal c 
True Proteſtants ; ſtick not in the Wilderneſs, but 
reſolve for Canaan. 

Give me leave to preſs this upon you, as the 
Apoſile doth on the Corinthians ; in the firſt Epi 
file, chap. 10. he begins thus :. Brethren, I would 
not have you ignorant, that all our Fathers were 
der the Cloud, and paſſed through the Sea 5 and wer 
all baptized wnto Moles in the Cloud and in the Sea 
and did all eat the ſame Spiritual Meat : But witl 
many of them GOD wes not well pleaſed, for the 
were overthrown in the wilderneſs. 

And then, ver. 6. Now theſe things were on 
Examples, to the intent that we ſhould not Juſt afte 
evil things, as they alſo lufted ; neither be ye Idol 
gers, 4s were ſome of them ; neither let us commi 
Fornication, as ſome of them committed 5 neither ls 
us tempt Chriſt, as ſome of them alſo tempted. 
| Again, ver. 10. Neither let us murmur, 45 
of them alſo murmared, and were deſtroyed of the De 
ſtroyer. 

Laflly, ver. 11. Now all theſe things hapned 
them for enſamples, and they are written for our adm 
nition, pon whom the ends of the world are come. 

God give us all hearts (in this our Day) t 
mind the Thiags of our Spiritual and Tempor 


Peace, Amen. 
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